
	  

	  

November 21, 2013 
The Ordeal of Marva Jean 

Marva Jean Tollefson is not a complicated woman in the least.  She is strong, she is 
god-fearing, she is compassionate and she is loving to the foster children she has 
homed and cared for.  

She was courageous enough to stand up for them and with them when they went to 
court to fight being returned to their father, who had viciously raped all of them for 
years.  

She had to fight the Tribal Social Services Director, Paul Hutchinson, who was dead 
set on giving the father absolute custody, despite the charges of rape and despite the 
FBI and the Psychiatrists reporting that the children had indeed been abused, raped, 
and he was the perpetrator.  

She won. The kids won. Eventually, Paul Hutchinson was fired and enough noise 
was made that his license was also suspended/restricted and sometime this month 
the State Board was going to decide whether or not his conduct met the standards of 
Social Workers or not.  He is a singularly vile man on all levels. If he meets the ND 
State Board Standards of Conduct, there is no hope for any child in Social Services in 
the State of North Dakota.  

Before being fired, Hutchinson was very angry that Marva had supported the kids and 
she had won for them in court against their father. He retaliated.  When she had the 
kids placed in respite care while she was recovering from minor heart surgery in May, 
2012, he filed a false report declaring that she had allowed them to stay with 
pedophiles over the Thanksgiving Holidays… which made no sense because the 
report was never produced.   

Despite there actually being no report (because the accusation was 100% false) he 
had the children that she had cared for permanently removed from her care and 
stripped her of her Foster Care license.  

Enter Robert O’Keefe, equally inadequate for the job and just as willing as 
Hutchinson, to continue a vendetta against Marva Jean and her kids, purely for spite 
and as a message to anyone that might ever challenge, much less win in court, any 
abusive acts by Tribal Social Services, regardless of how much danger that puts the 
kids in.  

O’Keefe does not have the MSW required to hold the job of Tribal Social Services 
Director, but the Tribal Council made an exception in his case because he is the only 
candidate they had to consider. When your Tribal Council is as corrupt as is Spirit 
Lake Nation’s Tribal Council, not too many qualified will apply.  “Pickens gets purdy 
slim after awhile.”  

This is O’Keefe’s first job in the field.  I have no idea where he worked before or if he 
ever worked anywhere before. I do know that he is continuing the harassment of 
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Marva Jean to the detriment of the Children who continue to run away to try and 
reunite with her, and because their current home is in itself, abusive to them all.  

In keeping with the false reporting tactic that removed the children in the first place, 
O’Keefe has stepped it up a notch, claiming to have filed a 960 report on her for 
being a dangerous, unfit home because her home was raided by the FBI and guns 
were found that were used in a robbery….  

No raid. No guns. All lies.  

Many times, over the past seven months, Marva Jean has asked Russ McDonald to 
step up and clear her name.  That there are rules for filing 960’s and there is a 72 hr 
time limit for proving the charges, and for providing the report to the person being 
accused.  

In concert with the BIA’s acting Director, Marty LeBeau, who also claimed to have 
seen the 960, Russ McDonald also claimed to have seen it, but in all these months, 
has never produced any 960, be it on pedophiles for dinner or some phantom raid by 
the FBI that never happened for guns that never existed in some fictional robbery.  

When you read through the documents from Marva Jean Tollefson, you will see her 
frustration at being not only treated badly by Tribal Social Services and by Russ 
McDonald as well as the BIA Acting Director Marty LeBeau, but that the treatment 
crosses over into abuse and illegal intimidation as well as slander and libel.  

Given that there is a time limit of 72 hours, an extension of 1 week possible in the 
filing of 960’s, Marva’s enduring more than seven months of this abuse is illegal on all 
levels.  

I guess there might have been a time as recent as the near past wherein the FBI 
could be relied upon to fill in and file false reports retroactively to cover up these 
kinds of abuses.  I guess that is what O’Keefe, McDonald & LeBeau were counting 
on?   

Hard to say. Their lies against her were outrageous. And, as you can see in one 
document, their response to her was that their lying about filing false reports on her 
was ‘to teach you a lesson’.  I can’t begin to tell you how criminal that is on all levels.  

Filing a false report is one thing. To lie about filing a report and to act as if that report 
had been filed and disrupt the security of the children in order to ‘teach her a lesson’, 
is beyond the pale.  

Still, she does not have the children back.  No one is holding those who lied about 
her accountable. She is being treated as a ‘pest’ for trying to recover the children who 
have repeatedly run away from the home where they are to try and unite with her.  To 
that, and to support their continuing vendetta against Marva Jean, Tribal Social 
Services is saying that the children are probably adjusted to their new home now.   
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Clearly, they are not adjusted to it. They have been begging to be returned for 
months.  

The ordeal of Marva Jean is that of a woman whose heart is broken by the cries of 
the children she is separated from.  It is their pain and their fears that she cannot 
comfort and that breaks her heart.  

She gave them safety. She gave them love, and she gave them courage and support 
in protecting them from the predator who tried to grab them back.  That act of 
protecting those children so angered the abuser, who is related to the last and the 
present Tribal Chairmen, that they take it upon themselves to prolong their suffering 
in order to ‘teach her a lesson’.  

Listen To The Woman 

The meeting that came with almost no notice yesterday afternoon, in the casino, had 
representatives from State and Federal Agencies as well as the tribe’s Tribal Council.  

It was open to the public after all, and WDAZ showed up and got it all on tape. I am 
waiting to see that tape. The topic was Child abuse. You know, the crime of. 

What I am told is this: 

Robin Charbonneau (same woman who was in Kind Hearted Woman PBS Frontline 
Special earlier this year) stood up and asked: “Why is there no one from Law 
Enforcement represented here?” 

Russ McDonald, who has perfected the excuse of incompetence throughout his 
career, sort of hung his head and said: “There was a miscommunication.” 

“There seems to be a lot of that going on lately,” Robin said.  

And then she proceeded to announce to the entire assembled group that Marva Jean 
had been wronged by--- and she put her hands on the shoulders of each person on 
the Dias, called them by name, detailed how they had violated the law, and then said 
there was a form that could be filed for civil damages from each person --- and she 
did this to every single person responsible for the ordeal of Marva Jean, on that 
stage.  

When she asked the woman from the State about the form, the woman said she 
couldn’t recall the title of that form off hand… 

“Let me help you with that,” Robin said, and she gave out the title of the form. She 
further stated that Russ McDonald will have those forms for anyone and everyone 
that has also been wronged by the abuses of Tribal Social Services, the BIA, etc… 
and that if he didn’t happen to have them on hand, that they could call her, Robin, 
and that she would come to their home, bring the forms and help them fill them out 
and file them.  
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(Oh boy, this is getting good!) 

So, everyone on that stage was there to put on a show about being concerned about 
the crime of child abuse, child rape on the rez, but somehow, no one thought to 
actually have any representative from law enforcement there.  How convenient. You 
see, if police agents are there, and they hear of a crime (and they would hear of 
many at that meeting) they would be duty bound to investigate.  

Also, no one seemed to able to answer straightforward questions put to them 
regarding current situations which they have been informed about for months if not 
years, and no one seemed to know what could be done about it, except for Robin 
Charbonneau.  

She has, in the past, stood up to her abusers. She has worked through some of the 
most difficult personal issues a person can work through and has been on her healing 
journey, which she shared with the world in Kind Hearted Woman.  She has found 
strength and dignity by taking her life back from those who had robbed her, since 
childhood, of everything including her innocence.  

She stood up in that meeting and in that meeting she was standing up for Marva 
Jean. She was standing up for the children. She was standing up for the entire tribe.  

When she spoke, and she rested her hands on their shoulders, there was nothing 
they could do to stop her.  She subdued them, named them and shamed them and 
showed the entire tribe what they needed to do to regain their dignity, and to take it 
back from the corrupt who have robbed them.   

They were powerless in her calm confrontation of each of them and what they had 
done and what legal and civil consequences they were liable for, because of it. It is 
substantial. And, it is likely.   

In that same calm way, The Good People of Spirit Lake Nation can stand together, 
support one another, demand their leaders obey the laws and the rules.  

When I get the link to the WDAZ video, I will link it here.  

Meanwhile, Marva Jean’s heart breaks and those kids of hers are being punished for 
refusing to return to their rapist.  The community can come together and demand that 
be rectified on the spot.  

The community can come together and demand that all the abuses by the Tribal 
Social Services, be ended immediately, and that the rapists be arrested.  In that 
same calm manner, you can force the corrupt to their knees.  

It will be the one thing all these abused kids will see and remember: “The time when 
the tribe fought for us”.  Those children can then heal and grow into warriors who will 
stand up for, and protect their tribe.  
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Fail to stand up for these children and all the children and the price will be more 
painful than I can describe.   

You will only know how much it has cost you when you realize, after coming together 
and protecting the children, and you see how they flourish and what gifts they bring to 
the tribe, for generations to come, and realize that all along, all these decades, you 
have been robbed of all that and more.  Your heart will break for the losses as it 
rejoices for the gifts of dignity.  

It’s time.   

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 


